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[laHHble 0 poxaeHun (1)

[aTta poXpaeHus 1971-08-01
MecTo Novogroduk, Grodno Region
CrtpaHa benopyccusa

ObocHoBaHue (2)

In his position as Minister of Defence of Belarus since 20 January 2020, Viktor Khrenin is responsible
for the decision taken by the Command of the Air Forces and Air Defence Forces for the order
dispatching military aircraft to intercept passenger flight FR4978 and compel its landing at Minsk
airport, without proper justification, on 23 May 2021. In doing so, Khrenin acted at the direction of
Alexander Lukashenko and in conjunction with the Belarusian aviation authorities. This resulted in the
forced redirection of flight FR4978, the detention of the aircraft, its passengers and the crew, and the
arrest of opposition journalist and civil society actor Roman Protasevich and Protasevich’s partner,
Sofia Sapega. This politically motivated decision was aimed at arresting and detaining opposition
journalist Protasevich and Sapega and constitutes a form of repression against civil society and
democratic opposition in Belarus. Viktor Khrenin is therefore responsible for the repression of civil
society and democratic opposition in Belarus and so undermined democracy and the rule of law there.

In his position as Minister of Defence of Belarus since 20 January 2020, Viktor Khrenin is responsible for the
decision taken by the Command of the Air Forces and Air Defence Forces for the order dispatching military
aircraft to intercept passenger flight FR4978 and compel its landing at Minsk airport, without proper justification,
on 23 May 2021. In doing so, Khrenin acted at the direction of Alexander Lukashenko and in conjunction with the
Belarusian aviation authorities. This resulted in the forced redirection of flight FR4978, the detention of the
aircraft, its passengers and the crew, and the arrest of opposition journalist and civil society actor Roman
Protasevich and Protasevich’s partner, Sofia Sapega. This politically motivated decision was aimed at arresting
and detaining opposition journalist Protasevich and Sapega and constitutes a form of repression against civil
society and democratic opposition in Belarus. Viktor Khrenin is therefore responsible for the repression of civil
society and democratic opposition in Belarus and so undermined democracy and the rule of law there.
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Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Belarus 1,
Kommunisticheskaya St. Minsk 220034 Belarus
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MecTo Novogroduk, Grodno Region

CTpaHa benopyccua
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OdaTta poXaeHus 1971-08-01

MecTto Navahrudak/Novogroduk, Grodno Region

CTpaHa benopyccus

Ob6HoBNeHHbIN: 17.09.2025. 08:37

B kaTanore cogep>xatcs CybbeKTbl, BKJIOYEHHbIE B CAHKLMOHHbIE CMNCKKN 0CYy1apCTBEHHOMO
Ka3HavencTea CLUA, OOH, Esponenckoro Coto3a, BenmkobputaHum, KaHaackoro 6t10po no KOHTPOJI0
3a MHOCTpaHHbIMK akTMBamu (OFAC).



